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Dear Friends, 
They say that time flies when you’re having fun, and 
“Do what you love and you’ll never work a day in your 
life.” So true, especially when your work is finding new 
and better ways to give both children and vulnerable 
adults a safe, enriching home away from home.

Can you believe that this year marks our 25th  year 
providing care at our Stein Campus?  

“Home” takes many forms:  A robin nesting in the same 
tree, year after year. Our parents’ home or childhood 
hometown. The place you raise a family. The place you 
feel most comfortable and are surrounded by people you 
love. 

At St. Ann Center, we think of home as a place where 
our people are loved and cared for, no matter their age, 
abilities or the kind of day they are having. A place where 
they can support – and be supported by – people of all 
ages and backgrounds, to share talents and develop 
new skills. From rooms in a convent basement to today’s 
two beautiful campuses, St. Ann Center has always been more than a day care. We are a family, a 
community, and a collective member of our community. 

You’re a beloved part of our community, too. Without your generous support, we couldn’t provide 
people a place at this home away from home. And we couldn’t give families the peace of mind in 
knowing their loved ones spend their days somewhere they are cherished.  

I invite you to celebrate with us, on October 5th, 25 years of growth, love, and progress, here at our 
very first real home. (Details on page 7). St. Ann Center has served as a second home to so very 
many people. We thank you for making that so.

Letter from the President
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Bucyrus Hosts Elegant Mother’s Day Tea Founder, President and CEO

Bucyrus Campus staff and 
clients celebrated Mother’s 
Day and moms — their own 
moms, being a mom, the ladies 
who are like a mom to them 
— in style with an elegant 
tea party in the campus’ 
beautiful, sun-filled atrium.

Dozens of staff, clients 
and their guests 
enjoyed lovely floral 
centerpieces, tea 
and punch, dainty 
cucumber and 
chicken salad finger 
sandwiches, deviled 

eggs, fresh fruit and 
pasta salad.

Afterward, there was 
time to share warm-
hearted stories about 
clients’ moms and why 

celebrating them 
on Mother’s Day 
is so important. 
The celebration 
wrapped up with 
plenty of dancing 
and socializing to 
let all the 
mothers 
know 
just how 
treasured 
they truly 
are.



To a Place of Grace  
Reiki is used by everyone from King Charles, 
to pro athletes, to a slew of Hollywood 
A-listers to settle their minds and heal their 
bodies. Could it work for you, too?

Reiki is an ancient healing practice that 

doesn’t require the physical agility of yoga, 

but offers the same focus on our body’s and 

mind’s own ability to help themselves recover.

St. Ann Center now offers 60-minute Reiki 

sessions to the public at its Stein Campus. You 

can try it once to see if it’s for you or make it 

a regular addition to your wellness routine. 

Our Reiki practitioner, MaryBeth Johnson, will 

work with you to determine which physical 

or emotional ailments are holding you back, 

then use no-touch hand movements to guide 

your body’s life force to the energy centers—or 

chakras—that need it most.
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Massage Discount for 
Military Members!
What feels better than a professional 
massage? Enjoying a 10 percent discount, 
too, as a thank-you for your service.

St. Ann Center offers professional massage 

therapy by Erika Erickson, a veteran herself, 

at both our Stein and Bucyrus campuses. 

Choose a session of 30, 60, or 90 minutes, 

and if you’re  a veteran or active-duty 

military personnel, you’ll receive 10 percent 

off the regular price. Sessions begin at just 

Learn more about Reiki and get to know 

all seven chakras, where they’re located, 

and how they work, on our blog beginning 

at stanncenter.org/reiki-thursday-getting-

to-the-root-of-reiki/. Then come in to 

experience it for yourself!

Reiki sessions are $70. To learn more, 
or to schedule an appointment, contact 
MaryBeth Johnson at (414) 977-5077 or 
mbjohnson@stanncenter.org.

$30, and add-ons such as hot stones and 

cupping therapy are aavailable. Come melt 

away your aches, pains and stresses and be 

recognized for serving our nation, too.

For more info, or to schedule an 
appointment, contact Erika Erikson, 
Licensed Massage Therapist, at 
(414) 977-5022 or erikson@stanncenter.org 



In the Spotlight
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“To Be Myself and 
Still Be Loved” 

Homecoming: A 25th Anniversary Celebration 

honors a quarter-century of loving progress 

and homelike care for all ages. 

By Lori Acken 

Say the word “homecoming” and Sr. Edna 

Lonergan, president and founder of St Ann 

Center for Intergenerational Care, immediately 

zeroes in the nuances “home,” an ongoing part 

of her mission for much of her life.  

She mentions images she’d once seen of a baby 
elephant sticking cocklebur tight to its mother 
as they roamed, and a gaggle of goslings tucked 
beneath their mother’s wings for a snooze. And 
early clients Olive and Mabel, longtime friends in 
their 80s who were able to leave a nursing home 
and return to their families because of St. Ann 
Center. And �ve-year-old Huxley, a rambunctious 
campus favorite who knows Sr. Edna will never be 
too busy for a stroll or a visit. 

She also recalls a 14-year-old girl waving goodbye 
to her beloved family and catching a train from 
Massachusetts to Milwaukee to �nd a new home 
with the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Decades a�er teenage Edna Lonergan boarded that 
train, she’s at work in her o�ce at St. Ann Center’s Stein 
Campus, the home-away-from-home that she, along 
with legions of supporters from around the world, 
created for care for Milwaukee-area residents of all ages 
and abilities. A campus celebrating its 25th year of care 
and progress this year. 

A Fruitful 
Friendship 

Launched as St. Ann 

Center in the basement 

of the Sisters’ convent in 

1983, the rechristened 

St. Ann Center for 

Intergenerational Care 

grew out of Sr. Edna’s 

warm friendship with 

renowned businessman 

and philanthropist Marty 

Stein — a friendship that 

began with advice-�lled 

lunches and evolved into 

a brand-new home for 

the center. Christened 

the Stein Campus, courtesy of Marty’s avid fundraising 

and publicity e�orts, the campus features plenty of room 

for much-needed health and respite services, a broader 

clientele, childcare and memory care wings, and more.  

Here, an internationally renowned intergenerational 

program, scienti�cally proven to bene�t participants 

of all ages, took shape, joining clients of all ages in 

art projects that o�en teach clients new skills well 

beyond the usual arts and cra�s, music therapy, live 

performances and more. 



Connecting the Generations
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Sr. Lucy Kazigu, a personal 

care worker in the adult 

wings of the Stein Campus, 

is the true definition of what 

St. Ann Center stands for, her 

co-workers say. She makes 

the clients feel special, 

finding games and activities 

to fit the needs of each.Sr. 

Lucy goes above and beyond daily, and is helpful 

to the families, as well. In addition to her gentle, 

ever-present smile, she loves music and often 

can’t resist dancing when a fun tune is playing.

Ms. Diamond Beard, 
a childcare teacher at 

the Bucyrus Campus, is 

described by colleagues 

as “a peacemaker who 

provides a more enjoyable 

work environment for 

everyone.” This generous 

creative plans gatherings 

and coordinates the children’s performances for 

special occasions, such as Black History Month, 

teaching children to be proud of their race and 

heritage, and to stand up for what’s right.

Outstanding Staffers: Sr. Lucy & Ms. Diamond
Meet our two newest Maggie Cary Award winners! 

Named for and judged by longtime volunteer and supporter Maggie Cary, 
this quarterly award recognizes exceptional staffers.

 
A Stein Campus Homecoming 

On Oct. 5, St. Ann Center will celebrate 25 years of 

providing digni�ed, compassionate care, bringing its 20th 

annual “Nevins Event” back to the beautiful Stein Campus 

where Sr. Edna’s ideas and innovations blossomed into a 

dual-campus care organization that has served a second 

home for so many. 

Families like the Pelky-Beckmans, whose 30-year-old 
twin daughters, Chelsea and Caitlin Pelky, spend Fridays 
and weekends thoroughly enjoying their independence, 
the sta� and a special shared room as part of the 
Overnight Respite Program. [�eir parents] tell me all 
the time, ‘What would we do without this place, without 

this home?’” Sr. Edna says of the winsome pair she 

a�ectionately calls “�e Twinnies.” 

 

Or little Huxley, who arrives in her o�ce toting new 

artworks.  “I just love that little boy. He does such 

bright things!” says Sr. Edna, holding up his latest 

abstract drawings obviously fueled by a thriving 

imagination. Even when he is marching to the beat 

of his own drummer, Huxley knows that his ideas are 

valued. 

�en Sr. Edna holds up another piece of paper, 

this one bearing a quote sent to her by a friend. 

She reads: “’A home is a place to be myself and 

still be loved.’  



Photo Gallery
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A Staffer Takes a 
Spin With the Kids

Upcycle Fashion 
Show

A row of itty-bitty aliens on 
Disney Day.

The opposite of 
camera shy.

A good friend can 
make you belly 

laugh!

It's a bird! It’s a plane! 
It’s SuperMarilyn!

Grabbing a cab on 
NYC Day. 

"Uh, one of us is 
doing all the work.”

High fives from 
Mike Wazowski!

Elton John would 
be envious.

 Lunchtime 
hugs! 

Top down, shades 
up and go!

The sweetest treat on 
Dads & Donuts Day.

Stars, stripes 
and smiles for 
Independence 

Day.
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Events with Impact

Come to Homecoming with Us! 
Not only is St. Ann Center celebrating our 25 years of providing globally recognized 
intergenerational care in 2024, we’re also marking our 20th gala!  In honor of those 

milestones, and all the growth that has happened since, we’re bringing
our galaback to our Stein Campus, where it all began.

You won’t want to miss this festive and memorable 

evening, hosted by PBS 10thirtysix host and Sargento 

public relations executive Portia Young and featuring 

celebrity auctioneer Steve “The Homer” True, 

longtime voice of Marquette men’s basketball. 

Highlights include:

• St. Ann Center’s first-ever sneaker ball! Pair your elegant gala attire with athletic 
shoes, so you can tour the campus, refresh your food and drink, and dance the night 
away in comfort and style.

• Mouthwatering heavy hors d’oeuvres from Tall Guy and a Grill that are sure to please 
every palate from carnivore to vegetarian

• Delightful cocktails and more from The Crafted Tavern, including sophisticated 
alcohol-free options

• Tours of our campus, each room featuring highlights of our 25 years of growth and 
progress

• Live and silent auctions with dazzling goods up for grabs

• Stories that will touch your heart

• An all-new afterparty, with live music and dancing in the gorgeous atrium, and 
making s’mores around the patio firepit. 

REGISTER TODAY! 
StAnnCenter.org/gala

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 5TH 

5 - 10:30 PM
$135 PER PERSON

2801 E. MORGAN AVE
MILWAUKEE, WI 53207 



Saturday, September 14th
Western Lakes Golf Course, Pewaukee

Chip in to give children and adults, of all ages and 
abilities, a caring place to spend their day.

Coming Up at Indaba Nights!

Haven’t checked out Indaba Nights yet this season? Mark your calendar, bring a 
blanket or lawn chair…and don’t forget your dancing shoes!

August 14th

August 21st

August 28th

September 4 th

Adekola Adepo & Friends

Holiday Revue featuring Jeanne Holiday

Christopher’s Project

Jazz Flux
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To update your mailing preferences: 
(414) 977-5064 | mktg@stanncenter.org

If you haven’t yet made it to Indaba Nights, the free, Wednesday-
night community concert series held at the Indaba Band Shell, 2450 
W. North Avenue, don’t worry! There’s still plenty of top-notch, 
family-friendly entertainment on tap. So, grab your chairs, blankets 
and coolers, mark your calendars and join your friends for these 
sizzling summer shows. 

Performances take place 
from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, 
weather permitting. 

Visit the Indaba Band Shell 
Facebook Page for news, 
updates, and photos. 
For more information, contact 
Special Events Director
Gloria Miller at (414) 210-2428.

Follow the band shell on Facebook @IndabaBandShell

11:30 am Registration | 12:30 PM Tee Off

Western Lakes Golf Course
W287 N163 Oakton Rd, Pewaukee, WI

$135 per Person
Individuals & Foursomes Welcome!

Silent Auction | Lunch Buffet | Dinner | Raffle 

To sign up call Steve at 414-313-7730

For More Information  StAnnCenter.org/Golf

Benefit Golf Outing


