
Gardetto Family  
Community Dental Clinic 

Designed specifically to serve people  

with disabilities, and the frail elderly 



The clinic is located 
inside St. Ann Center’s 
new Bucyrus Campus. 



Unlike most dental practices, the clinic 
accepts all forms of Medicaid.  



Since the Gardetto Family Community  

Dental Clinic opened in August 2016: 

 

More than 236 children and adults 
with disabilities, and frail elderly people  

have received dental care and treatments that 
were inaccessible to them before.  

 

By August 2017, that number will exceed 400.  



The wide corridors and doorways 
are all easy to navigate with a 
wheelchair, as are the three 
roomy operatories. 



The operatories feature extra-wide, 
heavy-duty dental chairs. Chair delivery 
of nitrous oxide is computer regulated.  



Staff can back up a 
client’s wheelchair to the 
chair, then flip the chair’s 
headrest around so the 
client can be treated right 
in the wheelchair. 



To ease anxiety, operatories offer space 
for caregivers to remain with a client 
throughout, and one is designated as a 
quiet room for noise-sensitive patients.  



The dentists and hygienists see 
clients from young children to 
adults to the frail elderly.  



This adjustable-height panoramic 
X-ray uses a very small dose of 
radiation to capture the entire 
mouth in a single image.  



The handheld X-ray, for clients 
who can’t hold their head 
straight, lets the dentist take 
an X-ray at any angle.  



Solaris sterilization unit greatly reduces 
risk of cross-contamination. 



Jodi Tyler holds her dog and smiles with Laura Cherek, the clinic’s 
director of dental programs. After years of no treatment, Jodi now 
can be examined and have cavities filled while in her wheelchair. 



Grace leaves the clinic  
with her dad after hugs and 
high-fives from the dental 
staff. “Visiting the dentist in 
the past was a nightmare for 
all,” Grace’s mom recalls. 
 
“This team made it a positive 
experience and she was all 
sparkly smiles on the way 
home. Thank you!” 



The Gardetto  
Family Community 

Dental Clinic 

2450 W. North Ave.    
Milwaukee, WI 53205 
 

Phone: 414.210.2440 

Fax: 414.210.2441 
 

stanncenter.org/clinic 
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